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creation is at a 17-year low, and Ameri-
cans are asking, Mr. President, where 
are the jobs? 

Unemployment has now languished 
at the highest level since the Great De-
pression, and Americans are asking, 
Mr. President, where are the jobs? 

One in seven families is now on food 
stamps, and Americans are asking, Mr. 
President, where are the jobs? 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics re-
leased that the time it takes to get a 
new job is at an all-time high, and 
Americans are asking, Mr. President, 
where are the jobs? 

House Republicans have a plan for 
America’s job creators to put the Na-
tion on a fiscally sustainable path to 
restore confidence, to make our Tax 
Code competitive, and to take the bur-
den of regulation off our job creators so 
that American workers can get the 
paychecks they need and deserve. 

f 

REPUBLICAN PLAN TO END 
MEDICARE AND GUT MEDICAID 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, the more we 
learn about the true impact of the ma-
jority’s plan to end Medicare and gut 
the Medicaid program, the more there 
is to dislike. 

For starters, under their plan, sen-
iors will pay $6,000 more in annual out- 
of-pocket costs for health care serv-
ices. Current seniors will see higher 
costs on prescription drugs as a result 
of reopening the donut hole, as well as 
a spike in the price of preventative 
care because free annual wellness visits 
will be eliminated. 

Individuals who are 54 years of age 
and younger, including 540,000 people in 
my district, will be denied access to 
Medicare’s guaranteed benefits. 

Additionally, the majority’s budget 
slashes Medicaid funding by $800 billion 
over 10 years and converts the program 
into block grants. Nearly 60 million 
Americans that rely on Medicaid for 
their health coverage will be in jeop-
ardy of losing their health care. 

From my district in particular, their 
plan will impair the health care of 
21,000 dual eligible seniors who rely on 
Medicaid to supplement their Medicare 
coverage, and 82,000 children who re-
ceive coverage under Medicaid. 

Mr. Speaker, given the current eco-
nomic climate, now is not the time to 
be cutting valuable services to our 
most vulnerable citizens. 

f 

MEDICARE HOME INFUSION BILL 

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, there are massive inefficien-
cies in Medicare that are causing the 
program to go bankrupt. One example 
is infusion therapy, or the intravenous 
delivery of medication administered to 
patients suffering from cancer or seri-

ous infection for which they cannot 
just take a pill. But it requires special-
ized equipment and supervision and 
often lasts several hours a day over a 
period of several weeks. It’s very ex-
pensive for patients to get this care in 
a hospital. 

Although private plans have been 
covering home infusion therapy for 
decades, Medicare still forces people to 
go to a hospital, where they also have 
increased risk for infection by going 
there, and it costs thousands of dollars 
for delivery, as opposed to hundreds of 
dollars when they get it at home. 

That’s why today, Representative 
ELIOT ENGEL and I are reintroducing 
the Medicare Home Infusion Therapy 
Coverage Act, so patients can receive 
the same treatment in the comfort and 
convenience of their home at a lower 
cost. Our bill saves taxpayers money, 
about $6 billion over 10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, our proof is that this is 
one more way we can find significant 
savings in Medicare, or simply wait for 
the program to go bankrupt. And I 
urge all of my colleagues to support 
our bill to give patients better quality 
and better care at lower costs. 

f 

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, America’s 
seniors have given a lifetime of service 
to our Nation. It is our responsibility 
to demonstrate the same commitment 
to them by providing a safety net like 
Medicare and Medicaid. 

Sadly, the Republican budget will 
have a devastating impact on our sen-
iors, forcing many of them to sell their 
homes and rely on their children just 
to get by because they can’t afford 
health coverage. 

In my district alone, the Republican 
budget plan would throw out 3,200 
Medicare beneficiaries into the pre-
scribed donut hole, eliminate preven-
tive care benefits for 56,000 seniors, 
deny 630,000 individuals aged 54 and 
younger guaranteed Medicare cov-
erage, jeopardize nursing home care for 
1,100 seniors whose expenses are paid 
by Medicare. 

Yes, we must lower the deficit with 
intelligent spending cuts, but it is 
wrong to balance the budget by cutting 
vital service to American seniors. 

Let’s preserve Medicare and Med-
icaid. Let’s work together, Republicans 
and Democrats, and find a solution. 

f 

THE IMMINENT MEDICARE 
CATASTROPHE 

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, we are 
at a great turning point in history 
when it comes to the survival of Medi-
care. The CMS actuary just informed 
us that Medicare will become insolvent 
in just 12 years. That means that if 

you’re on Medicare, or expect to be on 
Medicare in the next 12 years, you need 
to think about how you will finance 
your health care after that period. 

And what is the President’s plan or 
the Democrat congressional plan? 
Sorry, there is no plan. 

When asked, Mr. President, why no 
plan when the law requires you to have 
one? He said, and I paraphrase, that he 
would rather Republicans take the lead 
so he can demagogue ours. Never mind 
that ObamaCare takes one-half trillion 
dollars from Medicare to subsidize its 
crazy schemes. 

The Ryan budget plan that was 
passed here in this Chamber has the 
only credible plan to save Medicare. It 
ensures traditional Medicare coverage 
indefinitely if you’re over 54 years of 
age. It provides for a choice among 
many private plans with premium sup-
port based on financial need for those 
who are under. It is time congressional 
Democrats and the President step up 
on this vital issue. 

f 

b 1220 

THE TRUTH ABOUT MEDICARE 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, the 
more people know about the Repub-
lican plan for Medicare, the less they 
like it. So it’s no wonder that the Re-
publicans are trying to prevent House 
Members from telling our constituents 
about the plan to end Medicare by ac-
tually censoring our mailings to our 
own districts. 

The Democrats aren’t alone in saying 
the Republican plan ends Medicare. 
Tom Scully, former Bush administra-
tion head of Medicare, says the Repub-
lican plan ‘‘gets rid of the current 
Medicare program’’ and that it is ‘‘a 
fundamental structural change in the 
program.’’ It’s so fundamental that be-
ginning in 2022 the out-of-pocket costs 
for enrollees would double, and they 
would be forced to pick a private insur-
ance plan without guaranteed benefits. 

Republicans can call their plan what-
ever they want—sorta-care, maybe- 
care, we don’t care—but they can’t call 
it Medicare. They can try all they 
want, but they can’t keep seniors from 
learning the truth. 

This program that they introduced 
ends Medicare. 

f 

MEDICARE IS GOING BROKE, MR. 
PRESIDENT 

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
this administration has failed to lead, 
they have failed to budget, and now 
they have failed to produce any viable 
solution for saving Medicare. In fact, 
their solution is to let it go broke. 

In 13 short years, Medicare’s Hospital 
Insurance Trust Fund will run com-
pletely out of money. Bankrupting this 
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